PSCH 352: Cognition and Memory
Section: 12247
Tuesday and Thursday 11.00-12.15pm
Lecture Center D5 (LC D5)
Three (3) credit hours
Instructor: David Cosejo, MA & Doctoral Candidate
Email: dcosej1@uic.edu
Office: BSB 1029

Office hours: Monday 1.30-2.30pm or by appointment
TA: Jared Ramsburg, MA

Email: jramsb2@uic.edu
Office: BSB B155 (in the basement)
Office hours: Thursday 12.30-1.30pm or by appointment
About the course

Course objective
This course will provide an introduction to the study of cognitive psychology. This semester, we will learn about what cognitive psychology is, what aspects of human behavior do cognitive psychologists study, what methods are used to study cognition, and the theories that have been developed to explain human thinking. This class will go beyond merely memorizing facts. Rather, the goal is for you to understand and evaluate cognitive research and to understand how cognition plays a role in our everyday lives. By the end of the course, you will have an informed understanding of human cognition as it is studied and how it functions in the real world. You will also develop the skills and knowledge to be able to critique claims made in the popular media about human thinking. 
Contacting the instructor or TA
The best way to contact us is via email. Because you are taking a 300-level course, we expect you to be able to write in a professional manner. This means not using “text-speak” in your emails. For example, please do not use “lol” or “u” and so on. You should expect that your future employers would not accept an email or other communication from you using informal language. 
You can also talk to me or Jared during office hours. Our office hours are intended to help you! If you have questions or concerns about the class material or would like to talk about the possibility of going to graduate school for psychology, please stop by during office hours or write us an email.

Prerequisites

In order to take this course you MUST have taken PSCH 100 Introduction to Psychology and PSCH 242 Introduction to Research in Psychology. There are NO exceptions.

Required text

Cognitive Psychology: Connecting Mind, Research, and Everyday Experience
E. Bruce Goldstein

Third Edition (2011)
ISBN-10: 0840033559
ISBN-13: 9780840033550
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If you can, purchase the book used. I have seen this book on Half.com and also on Amazon.com. For this course, we will NOT be using CogLab so you do not have to buy the bundle that includes the CogLab manual, CogLab CD or CogLab access card or PIN number. You only need the textbook. But, if you do end up getting the bundle that includes CogLab, it is not considered a waste. The CogLab online activities can be useful as an additional resource to understand and see what cognitive experiments are like. If you do purchase the textbook online cheaper than what the UIC Bookstore charges, I strongly suggest that you spend a bit of that savings on faster shipping to ensure that you have the textbook in your hand before the course starts so you can keep up with the assigned readings.
Format
The format of the course will consist of lectures, reading assignments and in-class and outside-of-class activities. I will not take attendance but please keep in mind that you probably will not do very well in the course if you consistently miss class. There may be concepts that I will discuss in lecture that will not be covered by the book and vice versa. ALL course materials are fair game for exams.
Lectures will be PowerPoint-based and these files will be posted to Blackboard (blackboard.uic.edu) before the lecture is given. This is done in order to give you a general outline of the concepts that will be covered and so you do not have to spend the entire lecture writing notes thus preventing you from actively listening and thinking about the lecture. The PowerPoint files do not replace going to class. Rather, they merely establish main points around which the lectures are organized. 
All course information and materials will be posted to Blackboard. It is your responsibility to check Blackboard for class announcements and to download course materials. I will also be contacting you by email to keep you updated if anything changes in the schedule, to remind you about assignments, or to answer questions we did not get around to in class. It is your responsibility to check your UIC email on a regular basis for updates. 
Grading

Attendance

Attendance is not mandatory and it will not be recorded. However, you will be less likely to succeed in the course if you do not attend class regularly.
Thought Papers

You will write three (3) one-page, double spaced thought papers. This paper will contain any questions or comments you have about the assigned readings. You should also write about any connections you see between the concepts in the reading, your everyday life or other psychology classes you have taken.
Group Discussion Report
You can earn points by participating in a group discussion in which 5-7 PSCH 352 students meet and discuss several topics covered in the course for at least two (2) hours. Details for this assignment will be posted on Blackboard. This activity will allow you to get to know your fellow classmates and will allow us to learn as a group.
Write Letters to Grandma
You will write three (3) one-page, double-spaced letters to your grandmother (or, grandfather, aunt, whomever) and explain to them in a non-technical way one of the concepts that we have covered in class in a manner that he or she will understand. First, you will describe the concept then you will describe how it plays a role in your everyday life. 
Teach Someone a Cognitive Psychology Concept

For this activity, you will take one of the concepts from the course and explain it to someone you know. You can pick anyone you like (e.g., roommate, romantic partner, co-worker) as long as this person is not a psychology student. After you give your mini-lesson, write a 1.5 to 2 page, double-spaced paper about your teaching experience. What concept did you pick? How did you teach this concept? Did you use examples? Do you think your student made any learning gains? How did you measure your student’s learning gains? Did your student find the concept interesting? What was easy or hard about teaching this concept? What was easy or hard for your student to learn about this concept? What helped you understand the concept? Would you do anything differently if you had to teach the concept to someone else?
Journal of Memory Failures

You will keep a journal of memory failures that happen to yourself during the semester. Your task is to document and interpret each memory failure in terms of the memory concepts in the course and analyze why they happened. There are many different types of memory failures – forgetting to pay a bill, not remembering someone’s name, forgetting how to play a song on guitar – all of them are relevant. The detailed instructions for this task will be on Blackboard.
Exams

There are four (4) exams during the semester: Three (3) midterm exams and one (1) cumulative final exam. The final exam is optional. Each exam will consist of 25 multiple choice questions. We will go over the specific exam format before the first exam. Your overall exam grade will be calculated by using your three highest exam scores. That is, I drop your lowest exam score. If you are happy with your scores for the three midterm exams, then you may skip the final exam. Or, you can take all the exams and drop the lowest one. However, because you can drop one exam, there will be NO make-up exams. If you miss an exam for any reason, you may drop that exam from your score and replace it with the final exam. 
Overall grades
The grading system is simple: You earn points for every activity you participate in and the sum of your points at the end of the semester determines your final grade. The course as a whole is worth a total of 150 points. 

Table 1. The point values for the various course activities

	Activity
	Amount of points
	Maximum points possible

	Thought Papers (x3)
	5

	15

	Letter to Grandma (x3)
	5
	15

	Group Discussion Report
	10
	

	Teaching Report
	10
	

	Memory Journal Report
	25
	

	
	
	45

	
	
	

	Midterm Exam 1
	25
	

	Exam 2
	25
	

	Exam 3
	25
	

	Final Exam
	25
	

	
	
	75

	
	
	

	Total
	
	150


Note: Only your three highest exam scores will count toward your final grade. 
Table 2. The grading scale

	Score interval
	Grade

	135-150
	A

	120-134
	B

	105-119
	C

	90-104
	D

	0-89
	F


As an example, let’s say that your total course score is 134.5 points. I will then round up your score to 135. 

I will not boost your grade by a few points if you are short of the grade you want. There are NO exceptions to this rule. Doing so would not be fair to you or your classmates. I do not grade on a curve because doing so would put you and your classmates in competition with one another. I want this class to learn cooperatively, not competitively. Also, grading on a curve would entail a grade distribution that is normally distributed or bell-shaped. In other words, most students would receive a C while very few students would get an A.
Extra credit 
There is only one (1) extra credit assignment during the semester that is worth five (5) points. You cannot turn in this assignment until after the second midterm exam. This assignment is due the last Friday of classes before finals week. 
Find an article in the popular media that covers a cognitive psychology topic (e.g., a news website, newspapers, magazines and so on). For example, you can look through Time magazine, The Economist, The New York Times etc. Your task is to read and provide a brief summary of the article. Then, you have to critique the article by discussing whether or not it is accurate with what you have learned from class. For example, if the article is about long-term memory, write about whether or not the article misses something important about how long-term memory works. Did the article do a good job explaining long-term memory? Should the article have covered something that you thought was missing? This assignment should be 1.5 to 2 pages long and you must include a copy of the original article or a link to it. Before you start this extra credit assignment, you must email Jared a copy of the article so he can see whether or not it is appropriate for the assignment.
Late assignments policy

As described above, there are NO make-up exams. For assignments that are late, you will be deducted one (1) point for every day that your assignment is late, including weekends. The due dates for all assignments are listed in the schedule so there is no exception to the late policy. If you have to submit an assignment late due to an emergency, then you must contact Dave immediately and provide appropriate documentation of the emergency.
Tentative schedule of readings and assignments

Note: All reading assignments are based on the Third Edition.

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Reading to do
	Stuff due

	1
	Aug. 27 & 29

	Intro to Cog Psy
	Ch. 1
	

	2
	Sept. 3
	Cognitive neuroscience

	Ch 2. (p.22-28, 36-45)
	

	2
	Sept. 5
	Perception
	Ch. 3 (p. 46-66)
	Thought paper

	3
	Sept. 10
	Attention
	Ch. 4 (p. 80-103)
	

	3
	Sept. 12
	Short-term memory
	Ch. 5 (p. 114-130)
	

	4
	Sept. 17
	Working memory
	Ch. 5 (p.130-137, 141-142)
	Letter to grandma

	4
	Sept. 19
	Long-term memory: Structure
	Ch. 6
	

	5
	Sept. 24
	LTM: Encoding & retrieval


	Ch. 7 
	Group report

	5
	Sept. 26
	Exam 1


	
	

	6
	Oct. 1
	Exam 1 debriefing &
Memory errors


	Ch. 8
	

	6
	Oct. 3
	Memory errors

	Ch. 8
	

	7
	Oct. 8
	Knowledge


	Ch. 9 (p. 238-257, 263-264)
	Letter to grandma

	7
	Oct. 10
	Knowledge
	See above


	

	8
	Oct. 15
	Visual imagery


	Ch. 10 (p. 268-281, 285-287)
	

	8
	Oct. 17
	Visual imagery

	See above
	Thought paper

	9
	Oct. 22
	Language


	Ch. 11
	

	9
	Oct. 24
	Language
	Ch. 11
	Teach-a-friend report

	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Oct. 29
	Exam 2


	
	

	10
	Oct. 31

Halloween!
	Exam 2 debriefing &
Problem solving


	Ch. 12
	

	11
	Nov. 5
	Problem solving

	Ch. 12
	

	11
	Nov. 7
	Deductive reasoning


	Ch. 13 (p. 360-368)
	Thought paper

	12
	Nov. 12
	Inductive reasoning

	Ch. 13 (p. 368-374)


	

	12
	Nov. 14
	Decision making


	Ch. 13 (p. 375-382, 384)
	

	13
	Nov. 19
	Intelligence

	Lecture notes only
	

	13
	Nov. 21
	Creativity
	Lecture notes only
	Letter to grandma 



	14
	Nov. 26
	Exam 3


	
	

	14
	Nov. 28
	Thanksgiving (NO CLASS)


	
	Eat!



	15
	Dec. 3
	Exam 3 debriefing/Final Exam review


	
	Memory Journal Report

	15
	Dec. 5
	Independent study

(NO CLASS)


	
	Extra credit due Friday

	Finals Week
	Dec. 9-13
	Final Exam
	Cumulative & optional
	Time, date & location: TBA


Other issues

Academic dishonesty 

No form of cheating will be allowed in this course. If you are caught cheating on any assignment, you will receive a failing grade for the assignment and possibly the course and judicial charges may also be filed (see UIC Student Disciplinary Handbook for details). In this class, this mostly involves cheating on an exam or by submitting work that is not completely your own. Cheating includes, but is not limited to, looking at others’ exams or letting them look at yours, copying or giving other students exam answers, and plagiarism which includes copying the words of another student or any other author in your papers, copying even short phrases from written work that you are using as a reference (even if you cite it properly), handing in work that you have handed in for another class, handing in papers you have obtained from the internet or other students, etc. 
All assignments must be submitted to SafeAssign and it WILL detect any plagiarism that is present in your assignments so do your own work! 
Excused absences for emergencies, religious observances, or official University business 

If you experience a documented emergency (e.g., illness, injury, death in the family), that causes you to miss substantial class time (i.e., more than one class period), e-mail me immediately to work out a way to complete the course requirements. 

Please examine your schedule now for any official University business (such as athletic events) or formal religious observances that conflict with class periods, especially exam days. As per university policy, you must notify me of these conflicts by the 10th day of the semester. Every effort will be made to accommodate these absences in a fair manner. 

“Incompletes” will not be given unless under extreme circumstances as laid out in the undergraduate catalog. 

Academic accommodations for students with disabilities 

Students with disabilities who require accommodations for access and participation in this course must be registered with the Office of Disability Services (ODS). Please contact ODS at (312) 413-2103 (voice) or (312) 413-0123 (TTY) and contact me during the first two weeks of class to discuss accommodations, which I am happy to make. 

