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•PSCH 591: MA or related research

•Statistics, department, and major courses

•First-year project report at end of 2nd semester

Year 1: Research 
Apprenticeship

•PSCH 598: MA Prospectus by 3rd semsester

•Major and minor courses, declare minor (if opting to complete)

•Defend MA Thesis by end of 4th semester

Year 2: MA 
Defense

•PSCH 596: preliminary dissertation research

•Finish courses, plan dissertation

•Complete Preliminary Exam by end of 6th semester

Year 3: 
Preliminary Exam

•PSCH 599

•Conduct dissertation research

•Complete PhD Prospectus by end of 8th semester

Year 4: PhD 
Prospectus

•PSCH 599

•Complete and defend PhD

Year 5: PhD 
Defense
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Master’s Thesis 

 

 
 

  

Courses 

•PSCH 591 (4cr) , 598 (6cr)

•Stats (PSCH 541, 543, & 545), PSCH 507, and PSCH 508

•Declare Minor by end of 3rd semester if opting to complete: MINOR APPROVAL FORM

•Major courses + some minor - total of 32 credits

Committee

•3 members: Chaired by academic advisor in Psychology

•1 must be full member of Graduate College 

•1 must be tenured UIC faculty member

•2 must be faculty or affiliate faculty of Psychology

Prospectus

•1 week before Prospectus meeting, get DGS signature on COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND 
PROSPECTUS APPROVAL FORM

•within 48h after Prospectus meeting, return completed COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND 
PROSPECTUS APPROVAL FORM to Grad Program Coordinator

Semester of 
MA Defense

•by end of week 3 of Fall/Spring semester (or week 2 of Summer) complete INTENT TO 
GRADUATE FORM at my.uic.edu 

Before 
Defense

•at least 3 weeks prior to the MA Thesis defense, turn in COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION FORM to Grad Program Coordinator, signed by Advisor and DGS

MA 
Defense

•Just before defense, pick up EXAMINATION REPORT FORM from Grad Program 
Coordinator

•within 48h after defense, return completed EXAMINATION REPORT FORM to Grad 
Program Coordinator

Graduate 
MA

•Validate Thesis with iThenticate, submit via ETD system

•Complete GRAD COLLEGE TRANSFER OF CREDIT FORM to designate 32 credits of MA 
coursework

https://grad.uic.edu/academic-support/thesis/etd/
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Preliminary Exam 
 

 

 

 

  

Courses 
•Nearly complete

Committee

•5 members: Chaired by academic advisor in Psychology, who is full member of Grad College

•3 must be full members of Graduate College

•2 must be tenured UIC faculty members

•3 must be faculty or affiliate faculty of Psychology

•1 outside member recommended, not required

Before 
Exam

•at least 3 weeks prior to the Preliminary Exam, turn in COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
FORM to Grad Program Coordinator, signed by Advisor and DGS; include CV of outside 
member if applicable

After Exam

•Grad Program Coordinator receives EXAMINATION REPORT FORM from the Graduate 
College and keeps

•Reading committee oversees written/oral portion of exam and reports to full Preliminary 
Exam Committee

Advance to 
Candidacy

•Preliminary Exam Committee completes EXAMINATION REPORT FORM

•Student returns EXAMINATION REPORT FORM to Grad Program Coordinator
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Dissertation and Defense 

 

 

 

 

Courses 

•PSCH 599 (at least 12 credits)

•Complete Departmental, Major, and Minor courses - total of 96 credits

Committee

•5 members: Chaired by academic advisor in Psychology, who is full member of Grad College

•2 must be full members of Graduate College

•2 must be tenured UIC faculty members

•3 must be faculty or affiliate faculty of Psychology

•1 outside member required

Prospectus

•1 week before Prospectus meeting, get DGS signature on COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND 
PROSPECTUS APPROVAL FORM

•within 48h after Prospectus meeting, return completed COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND 
PROSPECTUS APPROVAL FORM to Grad Program Coordinator

Semester of 
PhD 

Defense

•by end of week 3 of Fall/Spring semester (or week 2 of Summer), complete INTENT TO 
GRADUATE FORM  at my.uic.edu 

Before 
Defense

•Grad Program Coordinator completes Degree Check for standing, completion of 
requirements

•at least 3 weeks prior to the Dissertation Defense, turn in COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION FORM to Grad Program Coordinator, signed by Advisor and DGS; 
include CV of outside member

PhD 
Defense

•Just before defense, pick up EXAMINATION REPORT FORM from Grad Program 
Coordinator

•within 48h after defense, return completed EXAMINATION REPORT FORM to Grad 
Program Coordinator

Graduate 
PhD

•Validate dissertation with iThenticate

•Submit dissertation via ETD system

https://grad.uic.edu/academic-support/thesis/etd/

	Master’s Thesis
	Preliminary Exam
	Dissertation and Defense

