PAGE  

Psychology 340 – Psychological Testing

Spring 2013
Lectures: T-Th TBA
Lecture Center TBA
Prerequisite: Grade of C or better in Psychology 242, Research Methods

Lecturer: Katherine M. Noll, Ph.D. 

Office: 1018D  BSB

Email: klmnoll@uic.edu
Office hours: T-Th, time TBA, or by appointment

 Teaching Assistants: 
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Psychological Testing



Text: Robert Kaplan and Dennis Saccuzzo, Psychological Testing, Eighth Edition

ISBN 13: 978-1-133-49201-6
You do have to get the book, but either the Seventh or Eighth Editions will be acceptable.  There are a variety of formats you can get it in, and there should be a number of opportunities to get it inexpensively.  The Eighth Edition will be easier to re-sell.  You will have to read it as well.  It would be hard for you to understand how to do the calculations you will need to do if you don’t have it.  You also do have to read this syllabus.  You will get no sympathy for not knowing what is in it.  This is my contract with you, and you can hold me to it as well as my holding you to it.
Course description: 

Have you ever read a really exciting mystery, one so fascinating you couldn’t put it down?  As each clue is revealed, you wonder how it ties into the final solution.  What do you know at each point, what do you need to know, will you find out all of the things you need to know?  How will you find out?  Will the information you get in trying to guess the solution to the mystery be accurate?  For me, this is what psychological testing is like.  Most of my experience with psychological testing has been in a clinical setting—sometimes in hospitals and sometimes in a private office.  But the mission, should I choose to accept it, is always to find out what is going on with this particular person that we can’t guess just from seeing and talking to him/her.  Can I learn anything that will be helpful to the person in understanding himself/herself, and that will be helpful to me as a therapist or consultant in helping him/her, or to the physician or institution charged with helping him/her?  Obviously, for me psychological testing is always directed toward the benefit of the individual, though sometimes testing is used, inappropriately from my point of view, to learn things about individuals they would rather not share with whoever is doing the testing.  We will discuss this in this course as well.  But for me, whenever I do a testing case, it’s very exciting, and I am glued to trying to solve the puzzle of the person!

All of psychological testing is based on INFERENCE; that is, trying to learn about something you can’t observe directly from something that you can observe directly.  We can’t simply unzip your skull, take the contents out and suck the information out of it, and then put it back and zip you up again. So we have to develop ways to examine what you do and say about yourself that will allow us to infer what is true about what is going on inside your head, especially compared with other people.

All textbooks are less than perfect, so I will try to supplement the material presented in the text and also help you read the text critically.  It is my hope that by the end of this course you will have some understanding of what kinds of psychological tests are available, and what other methods can be used to infer things about people’s minds.  We will discuss how tests are designed to be used, and how they are misused.  We will cover how you can tell if they are reliable and valid and how that has been determined.  I will give you the opportunity to participate in test development.  And I will also try to convey to you some of the excitement I feel about it, and relate some of my experiences to you.  I will use a lot of examples from my own experience, so if you don’t like to hear about the personal experiences of your professors, this course is not for you.  My lectures will shadow the text, but I will not simply go over the material in the text with you.  You will be responsible for knowing both what is in the textbook and what I have said in class. I will try to make it clear what I think is important.  (I also often tell students who are present what will be in some of the exam questions.)
The first few chapters of the textbook are fairly tough, and you will be more comfortable with them if you have taken or are taking statistics.  Don’t miss class especially while we are covering the first five chapters—it will be hard to catch up!  Once we get beyond reliability and validity, which are very difficult concepts, it gets a lot easier.

Schedule

	Date:
	Assignment due:
	Topic in Class:



	Week 1

Lecture #1
	
	Introduction, syllabus, expectations for the course, discussion of the material



	Week 1
Lecture #2
	Read through syllabus, read Chapter 1 of textbook


	Chapter 1        Introduction to Psychological Testing

	Week 2
Lecture #3
	Read Chapter 2 of textbook


	Chapter 2       Norms and Statistics

	Week 2

Lecture #4

	Read Chapter 3 of textbook


	Chapter 3       Correlation and Regression

	Week 3
Lecture #5
	Read Chapter 4 of textbook


	Chapter 4       Reliability 


	Week 3
Lecture #6
	Come to Class
	Work on Design of First Paper in Class

(Very important!)

	Week 4
Lecture #7
	Read Chapter 5
E-mail construct proposal to your TA 

STUDY FOR EXAM
	Chapter 5
Validity

	Week 4
Lecture #8
	Read Chapter 6 
STUDY FOR EXAM
	Chapter 6
Writing and Evaluating Test Items

	Week 5

	First Exam on Chapters 1
 to 6 
Finish writing First Paper
	

	Week 5
Lecture #9
	Read Chapter 9

First paper due by 11:59 p.m.
	Chapter 9
Theories of intelligence and Binet



	Week 6
Lecture #10
	Read Chapter 10 of textbook 


	Chapter 10
Wechsler and Wechsler Scales

	Week 6
Lecture #11
	Read Chapter 11 of textbook First Homework Due on Chapters 9 and 10
	Chapter 11     Other Individual Tests of Ability Etc.

	Week 7
Lecture #12
	Read Chapter 12


	Chapter 12
Standardized Tests etc.  



	Week 7
Lecture #13
	Read chapter 13 in textbook Second Homework Due on Chapters 11 and 12 
	Chapter 13 
Clinical and Counseling Applications 



	Week 8
Lecture #14
	Read Chapter 14 
STUDY FOR EXAM 
Begin testing subjects for 2nd paper
	Chapter 14
Projective Tests

	Week 8
Lecture #15
	Read chapter 15 in textbook 
STUDY FOR EXAM 
	Chapter 15
Tests Based on Psychological Science and Computers

	Week 9

	Second Exam
	Second Exam on Chapters 9 to 15

	Week 9
Lecture #16
	Read Chapter 16
Third Homework Due on Chapters 13 and 14
	Chapter 16
Testing in Counseling Psychology



	Week 10
Lecture #17
	Read Chapter 17
	Chapter 17
Neuropsychological Testing 

	Week 10
Lecture #18
	Fourth homework Due on Chapters 15 and 16
	Testing in Health Psychology and Health Care

	
	
	

	Week 11
Lecture #19
	Finish Testing subjects for 2nd paper
Come to Class 
Fifth Homework Due on Chapter 17 (Neuropsychology and Testing in Health Psychology and Health Care only) 
	Finalizing Second Paper: How to do Stats, etc. 

If you find you will still need TA assistance with the stats, DO NOT wait until the weekend to ask them!

	Week 11
Lecture #20
	Write Second Paper
Read Chapter 18


	Chapter 18
Testing in Business and Industry

	Week 12
Lecture #21
	Read Chapter 19
Second paper due
	Chapter 19
Test Bias


	Week 12
Lecture #22
	Read Chapter 20 

Sixth Homework Due on Chapters 18 and 19
	Chapter20
Testing and the Law

	Week 13
Lecture #23
	Read Chapter 21
	Chapter 21
Ethics and the Future of Testing

	Week 13
Lecture #24
	
	Catching up

	Week 14
Lecture #25
	STUDY FOR EXAM
	Summarizing the Course



	Week 14
	STUDY FOR EXAM
	Extra Topic

	Week 15
	
	Third exam



	Week 15
	
	Reviewing Exams for the final


	Final Exam Week
	
	Comprehensive Final Exam (Required)
Date & Time TBA

	
	
	


E-mail: Always enter at least the course name and number in the subject line; and a hint about your question helps. Filling in the subject line keeps your message from disappearing because of a spam filter and it helps us know what to do to answer your question. Email sent without something in the subject line will be returned for that information, wasting time for both of us. (for example, “Psychology 340,” or “Psychological Testing”).  We won’t be able to recognize your name on your e-mail, so if I get an e-mail with no course name in the subject line I will assume it’s spam or one containing a virus and delete it without opening it. This especially gets to be a problem at the end of the semester, so please don’t forget!
All questions about homework, grades, and grading should be referred to your TA.  Questions about the material, the meaning of life, and so on, can be sent to me.

Do not write to us instead of looking at the syllabus, it is irritating and time consuming for us and doesn’t make us like you. If you are confused about what is in the syllabus, by all means write.  But if you write asking for information that is clearly stated in the syllabus, you will get a three-word response:  READ THE SYLLABUS.  
Expectations and evaluation: Your grade will be computed from several sources of information. There will be three 50-question sectional exams, at the end of the first, second, and third thirds of the semester. Your scores on each of the exams will be doubled so that each of these will count 100 points, and the lowest of these three will be dropped at the end of the course.  There will be no makeup exams given, so that dropping your lowest exam score serves to cover you if you have to miss an exam for some reason.  Don’t skip the first exam—you may need to be able to miss one later because of illness, family problems, car breakdowns, train wrecks, or some other emergency, and you don’t want to have used up your dropped score before that.  I recommend highly that you do not intentionally skip one of the exams, as something unexpected may happen to you to mess you up on one of the others and I won’t be sympathetic if you just skipped one. No emergency excuse will be good enough to get you a make-up exam.  You have nothing to lose by taking it even if you haven’t been able to study for it, because even if you get a really low score, that will be the one that will be dropped.  If you skip the first exam because you think the material is too hard, you will be in trouble when working on your papers.  Since there will be some questions on the final from earlier exams, it will help you to have seen all of them when you are studying for the final.
There is a final that will count 100 points. It is cumulative.  It is not optional.  You cannot plan on dropping the final as your low score.  The point of the final is to get you to review what you learned in the course, because doing so will really help you retain that knowledge long-term.

Please understand that one of your three sectional test scores will be dropped.  In the past several students have suggested that they could improve their grade in the course by counting all three of their test scores toward their final 500 points.  Nice try.  This will not be possible.

There are two major writing assignments, each worth 50 points, and 5 homework assignments.  The requirements for all of these are described in detail at the end of the syllabus. Extensions on the due date for each paper can be granted if you approach the professor and the TA in advance with an explanation for why you need an extension and if we agree, in writing, to a new due date. This may be done via e-mail.  As an example, telling us that you will need to have surgery will certainly get an extension but an email sent on the day that an essay is due saying that you want more time because you just aren’t ready will not get a positive response.  A sudden real emergency (you were in a car accident and ended up in the ER, for example) might also be considered for an extension if you request it immediately and can provide the professor or the TA evidence of that emergency within a week after you have missed handing the paper in on time.  Extensions will generally be for a week or less—not indefinitely.
Eight (8) extra credit points can be earned by submitting the essays early.  Uploading your paper to Safe Assignment by midnight the day of the class before it is due (that is, if it’s due on Tuesday, uploading it by the previous Thursday midnight) will earn you an extra 4 (four) points over what score you get on the paper. 

So the total “possible” points for the course, exclusive of any extra credit, is 500: 200 for two of the three tests, 100 for essays, 100 for homework, and 100 for the final.  Any  “extra” points you earn (for handing papers in early, for example) will count toward your total.
At any point in the semester you can calculate your approximate grade by dividing the total points you have received so far by the number of total points you could have earned so far, not counting extra points or points above 100 on an exam.  A warning, however:  do not pay any attention to what Blackboard says your percentage is!  I have to add extra points to the “points possible” so that Blackboard will count extra points students may get by being pushed over 100 by the grade curve.  Blackboard does not calculate your “real” percentage correctly.  Ignore it!!!

All papers and homework MUST be submitted through Safe Assignment.  NO PAPER COPIES SHOULD BE TURNED IN.  The papers will be graded online with comments, and returned to you by e-mail.  Because of that, you must include your e-mail address on both the title pages of your papers and on the grading rubric that you will add on a separate page at the end of your papers (insert page break, then copy and paste the rubric).  To submit your work through Safe Assignment, bring up this class on your Blackboard site.  On the left, click Assignments, and then View Assignments.  When that opens, click on the assignment into which you are going to submit your paper or homework.  Make sure you get the right one—if it’s Paper #1, click on Paper #1.  If it’s Homework #1, click on Homework #1.  If you submit it to the wrong place, not only will it not get graded, that spot will be occupied and you won’t be able to submit the correct work to it.  If that happens, you MUST get it corrected (by one of us) immediately!
You will then have the opportunity to upload the paper from your own computer.  After it tells you that you have successfully uploaded it, go your grade line in the Grade Center for the course and check to be sure that there is a green exclamation point under that assignment, which indicates that it has been uploaded successfully.  If that isn’t there, try to upload it again.  If you still don’t get the exclamation point, e-mail the paper to your TA (not to me) immediately to prove that you had it in on time.  You will still need to keep trying to submit to Safe Assignment until it registers successfully, but you won’t be considered to have handed it in late.

Warning:  Safe Assignment gets really backed up near midnight most days, with the result that many people can’t get it to upload their paper anywhere near midnight.  Start trying much earlier in the day, before 11:00 if at all possible, and keep trying until it says that your paper has been accepted.  Then, go to your Grade Center line for this course and double check that there is a green exclamation point for that assignment.  If there isn’t, it did NOT upload successfully and you will get no credit!  If you have tried a number of times and still haven’t gotten your paper uploaded by near midnight, e-mail a copy to your TA immediately to prove you completed it on time, because that will time-stamp it and prove that you did it on time.  Do not wait until the end of the semester and then try to get us to accept work that was not uploaded to Blackboard when it was due, because we won’t accept it.  You will still need to upload it to Safe Assignment as soon as you can get it through.
Keep backup copies of all your data and papers, on your own computer and on a flash drive!  Don’t tell us that you wrote it on a university computer and that the computer ate your paper.  Don’t tell us that you did it on your friend’s computer and your friend erased it.  Don’t tell us YOU erased it. Flash drives are inexpensive.  Keep a couple of them and back up everything!  Don’t dump it until well into the next semester, if then.  You never know when you will have to produce it.  BACK UP EVERYTHING!
Written work

One of the purposes of these writing assignments is to get you to practice self-expression. In these essays and homeworks you get to show us that you can read, understand, and present technical material. With that in mind, all of the sentences in your essays have to be your own original words. Nothing is to be quoted from other people or even from writing that you did earlier. In fact, you may not quote from your first paper in your second one except to list your questions and describe the scoring. While there are acceptable ways to quote from texts, no quotes of any kind are to appear in these essays. Safe Assignment will analyze your papers for plagiarism and will catch you every time!!  It has every paper that has ever been handed in at UIC or any other school that uses Blackboard, or anything that has ever been on the internet anywhere, and will identify copying.

The difference between quotation and citation is important. Quoting is what you have done if you copy phrases or sections from the paper you are discussing (or from any other source) and insert it into your paper.  In most writing you may do that if you put it in quotation marks, but not in this class.  No matter how much better the authors of the paper may have said it, I want to know that you understood it well enough to be able to paraphrase it into your own words.  Citing, however, is indicating the source you are discussing, usually by naming the author(s) and the year of publication.  A citation of articles discussing your construct in your paper is required.  You should then have a Reference page at the end of your paper that gives the full citations of the articles in APA style.

Cheating:  As has already been stated, all essay papers and homework papers must be submitted through Safe Assignment on Blackboard.  This activates a search for anything even similar that has ever been on the internet.  It will generate a report of anything it thinks you plagiarized from someone else or even from yourself, showing exactly what it thinks is too similar to other written material.  If you try to submit your friend’s paper from a previous course, it will nail you.  It is also forbidden to submit a paper you prepared for some other class, and the fact that it’s your own work does not make it acceptable. If you plagiarize and we catch you, you will get a zero on the assignment and no chance to make it up.  Any additional examples of cheating will result in your failing the course and being reported for disciplinary action.  However, Blackboard often finds things in students’ papers that are sort of similar to other published stuff.  We will examine your paper carefully.  If you’re innocent of wrongdoing, that will be fairly evident.

This seems as though it should be unnecessary to say, and for the vast majority of you it is, but apparently I have to say it:  really, don’t try to cheat.  There will be severe penalties for cheating.  You may not have a cell phone turned on or even visible during an exam.  

The University has very strict policies about cheating.  These are laid out in the Disciplinary Policy, which can be found at http://www.uic.edu/depts/dos/studentconduct.html.  Specifically, it says: 

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to:

Cheating

Either intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, people, or study aids in any academic exercise, or extending to or receiving any kind of unauthorized assistance on any examination or assignment to, or, from another person.

Fabrication

Knowing or unauthorized falsification, reproduction, lack of attribution, or invention of any information or citation in an academic exercise.

Facilitating Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism

Intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another as one's own in any academic exercise.

Bribes, Favors, Threats

Bribing or attempting to bribe, promising favors to or making threats against, any person, with the intention of affecting a record of a grade, grade, or evaluation of academic performance. Any conspiracy with another person who then takes or attempts to take action on behalf or at the direction of the student.

Examination by Proxy

Taking or attempting to take an exam for someone else other than the student is a violation by both the student enrolled in the course and the proxy or substitute.

Grade Tampering

Any unauthorized attempt to change, actual change of, or alteration of grades or any tampering with grades.

Non-Original Works
Submission or attempt to submit any written work authored, in whole or part, by someone other than the student.
The disciplinary policy also spells out what the penalties will be for violations.  I have actually been asked to set this out for you.  It is amazing to me that as a professor I have to spell out for you that cheating is not permitted, and what specifically constitutes cheating, but apparently the University feels I need to make it that explicit.  For those of you who wouldn’t even consider it (the great majority, I know), I apologize for having to do this.  
Don’t lend a copy of any of your papers to another student, even to help the other student see how to write the paper.  Three times recently in my classes a student did that, and the student they had lent it to copied half or more of it and put it in their own paper!  These students were in a lot of trouble; the one whose paper was plagiarized lost points for lending it, and the other student was given a zero for the paper and reported to the disciplinary board.  The third one was so bad that the student was required to go to a hearing of the disciplinary board, which recommended failing him in the course.  You could even be suspended from school.

Fortunately, there is absolutely no reason to plagiarize in this course, because of the commitment of the teaching assistants to help you.  Writing is often a daunting task for some students, which is exactly why the TAs are available to help you with this task. The best time to approach the TA about writing assignments is during her office hours, or by appointment. Keep in mind that last minute help is probably the least effective and, if you ask for help too late, she may not be available to help you. Seeing the TA well in advance of assignments’ due dates will get you started on the right track, and therefore save you time. Some of you might be advised to seek help at the UIC Writing Center. This is a recommendation that should be taken seriously; the UIC Writing Center is a free service for UIC students, and can really improve the quality of your writing.  Generally speaking, students who visit the TA and utilize the writing center almost always earn high marks on their assignments. In short, part of your grade for this course will be based on your ability to present a coherent written statement, so please just ask for help if you are at all uncertain about where you are headed with these assignments.  This will be especially important if English is not your first language.

Homework

There will be five (5) brief homework assignments. Each of the five homework assignments will count 20 points. These assignments should at least two pages long and no more than 4 pages.  Homework assignments must also be submitted through Safe Assignment in Blackboard.  As with all writing for this course, homework must be in your own words; not one phrase of it may simply be copied from the text. The homework must be uploaded onto Safe Assignment by midnight on the day it is due. If you have trouble uploading your homework onto Blackboard, you must e-mail your TA immediately and attach the assignment to the e-mail to prove that you had it done on time. You will be responsible for being sure your paper actually did get uploaded onto Blackboard; you can determine this by checking your grades in the Gradebook in Blackboard.  A green exclamation point will appear under the heading for that assignment.   If there is no exclamation point, it didn’t get there.  At the end of the semester you can’t say “Blackboard lost my paper.”  You must make certain it got there. Homework handed in late will not be accepted and you will not get credit for it.  A full description of the Homework will be at the end of the syllabus under “Written Assignments.”
Essays

The assignment for the papers is very specific; handing in some paper that does not meet these guidelines will result in a grade of zero.  If you are at all confused about the assignments it is in your interest to meet with the TA for guidance before the paper is due.  Essay papers handed in late will not be accepted and you will not get credit for them if you have not gotten permission ahead of time to hand them in late. I do not take points off for papers that are late that have not been given permission.  They get no credit.
There are two essays. Both will have to be turned in to the Safe Assignment section of Blackboard by the deadline.  A grading outline, or rubric, will be given to you on Blackboard and should be added to your paper on a separate page when you upload it in for the TA to calculate your grade.  Do this by inserting a page break at the end of your reference page and copying and pasting the rubric onto the final page of the paper.  Points will be deducted for forgetting to do this because it creates a hassle for the TA.  Those guides tell you what we will look for while grading each paper. Sometimes, however, students do something well or poorly that is not anticipated in those guides and points will be added or deducted when that happens. Your papers will be returned with comments and the grading sheets will be filled out for you.  
There are several good manuals on the topic of proper APA style and it would be worth your money to have one, especially if you are going to take any more courses in psychology. Most of you have had to hand in previous papers in APA style.  Grammar and spelling are crucial skills in all courses, and in your future life,  and all word processing programs are set up to help you with this. Use those help functions. 

The first paper is due the .  Handing it in by 11:59 pm two days before that (2/12) will earn you 4 points of extra credit.  See instructions for this paper at the end of the syllabus.

The second paper is due April 9th.  Handing it in by 11:59 pm 2 days before that date (4/7) will earn you four points of extra credit. See instructions for this paper at the end of the syllabus.  Extensions can be granted for true serious extenuating circumstances, see above.              

Final Grades: 

450 or more points = A 

400 to 449 = B, 

350 to 399 = C, 

300 to 349 = D. 

Below 300 = F. 
If you want to compute your grade by looking at the final total on Blackboard, remember that it will probably have all of your test scores and that we will be dropping one of those. You may need to subtract that lowest grade from the total shown on Blackboard in order to compute what your real final score is.  Blackboard’s calculation of your totals is wrong more often than not—so do your own addition.  Also: remember again that you should IGNORE WHAT BLACKBOARD SAYS ABOUT YOUR “PERCENT CORRECT.”
At this point, students always want to know about grading on a curve. It has been my practice, on each exam, to add points to everyone’s score so that the class average is at least a middle C (if the class average is higher than that, I will leave it as it is). No further curve will be applied to the grades.  I know that no matter where I draw the line between one grade and the next, someone will always be just below that line. The next paragraph tells you how you might get just over the line.
Extra credit: Eight points can be earned by handing papers in early. You might get further points by having such a high score on an exam that when the curve is added, it pushes your score over 100.  No other extra credit can be earned.  You can’t slough off until the end of the semester and then expect to be able to pull your grade up.

Study Guides: You are responsible for the assignments from the textbook and for the material covered in the lectures. Some publishers make study guides available online at no charge. Use those resources if you wish. I do not make additional study guides for my classes. Many students find it valuable to form study groups; I think this is an excellent way to help each other master the material.  The PowerPoints condense the material covered in the chapters substantially, and are an excellent (but not complete) study guide.  In essence, I, as the professor, am your main study guide, and what I emphasize in class is more likely to appear on the exam than other material.  But I will not just tell you what the exam questions are going to be. 
Correspondence about grades: Every semester, after grading is complete, some students write to say that they would like to have a higher grade. Of course they would!  They say all of the things that you can imagine: they have worked hard, or they should have worked harder, or they handed the papers in early, or they did not do the extra credit but should be allowed to get extra credit for something else, or there were personal problems, or I should round the points up to give them the higher grade. None of these arguments ever has any effect. I have, by the end of the semester, already added some points to each test. Some extra credit will have been allowed for. Therefore, I will not reply to any correspondence that asks for a grade that is outside the standards stated in the syllabus above. 

No kidding:  DO NOT BEG FOR A HIGHER GRADE FOR ANY REASON!  You will just make us all angry.
Of course, if you feel that a genuine mistake was made in computation of your grade or that you did not get credit for all of the work that you actually did, then you can expect a response from me or from your TA.  However, at that point you may not now hand in assignments you didn’t do earlier and get credit for them, nor have any re-graded.
Laptops, Cell phones: Laptops are acceptable as long as you are not disturbing your neighbors with them. Do not surf the net during class; that is likely to be very distracting to your neighbors.  Cell phones always disturb. Turn them off before class starts or set them to vibrate.  If you answer your cell phone during class I and everyone else will glare at you and you will be told to leave!  
Talking in class:  Believe it or not, I am supposed to tell you that you may not talk to each other during my lectures, something that seems really obvious to me.  Some students ignore giving both me and their classmates this courtesy, thinking I can’t see them or hear them.  The acoustics of the classrooms are such that I can hear you (as well as see you), and the buzzing and disruption are very irritating to me.  It’s also disruptive to your neighbors, who will be very happy if I humiliate you about doing it.  Please don’t do it.  You may talk if I encourage discussion of some topic; however, if you chat and I ask you to stop, and you don’t, I will ask you to leave. 

Students with disabilities: Students with disabilities must inform both me and your TA of your need for accommodations. Please come to me as soon as possible with your Letter of Accommodation, and please write your class name and number on it.  (For some reason I don’t understand, the DRC will not put your class name and number on your letter, so then later I don’t know who to ask for special exam conditions for you, or which exam you need.)  Those who require accommodations for access and participation in this course must be registered with the Disability Resource Center.  Please contact the Office of Disability Services at 312/413-2183 (voice) or 312/413-0123 (TTY).  Please present us with a list of the accommodations you will need.  We will do everything we can to help you get through this course without compromising course standards.

Written Assignments

Homework:

The purpose of the homework is to help you review the material and think about it a little.  Here is what I would like you to do:  as soon as we begin to cover the actual tests and methods, I would like you to take two chapters at a time (which two chapters to cover is listed on the Schedule with the dates they are due).  From each of the two chapters, choose two tests or methods of evaluation described in that chapter (so four altogether for each homework).  
Describe each of them briefly—what it is supposed to measure, what sort of items are on it, and on what population were the norms developed?  If there are no norms, explain why that might be true.  Then tell me, if you were using that test, how would you administer it?  Who would you want to test using it?  What would you expect to find?  Why do you find that test interesting, as opposed to others found in that chapter? Indicate the test you are discussing by typing the name of the test in boldface.  These will be graded leniently—if it appears that you have made a serious effort, you will get full credit.  If it’s too short, or has some other problems (bad grammar and/or spelling, for example—all word processing programs have spell-checkers and grammar-checkers and you should use them), you will be docked some points.  
Homework must be uploaded to Safe Assignment by 11:59 p.m. on the date it is due, according to the dates listed in the Schedule.  Homework will not be accepted late.  If there is some reason you can’t get it in on time (you are deathly ill, for example, or there is some other legitimate crisis in your life), you must contact your TA and me before the paper is due and explain your situation and request an extension.  Don’t tell us “a lot is going on in my life.”  Be specific.  We are very understanding.

Paper # 1 (Due The second class day of Week #5)
Handing the paper in by 11:59 pm 2 days before the due date will earn you 4 points of extra credit.
For the first paper you will develop your psychological test.  This will involve deciding on a construct you would like to measure and finding a quantifiable way to measure it (that is, you will need to have some kind of scale for which the responses are scorable in numbers).  A “construct” is some quality that you think would be interesting to measure, and the way you can find one might be to take an adjective—such as “agreeable”--and then consider what that quality might be like in someone: “agreeableness.”  Don’t choose a construct that is too broad or too complicated.  It should be one for which you can easily develop 20 statements that would get at it.  If you aren’t sure whether your construct is a good one to test, please ask your TA about it.

You are not going to be doing an experiment.  You will not be manipulating variables.  You will not be relating one measurement to another.  You will just be choosing some descriptor of people that you would like to measure, then figuring out a way to measure it, then for the second paper, measuring it and finding out how good your test is.

You will introduce your paper by saying what the construct is that you want to measure, why you think that it is a construct that can be measured, and how you propose to measure it. This means you will need an operational definition of your construct.  An operational definition means “I’m going to say that this construct means this, and can be measured in that way.”  For example, if you were going to use “agreeableness” for your construct, you might say, “by ‘agreeableness’ I mean being consistently pleasant and helpful to others.”  Then your test would be the way you would measure that trait in your subjects.
Then see what other people have said about your construct.  Use PsychInfo through the UIC Library site, and search for the name of your construct.  To get to PsychInfo, go to www.uic.edu.  On the banner at the top of the page, one of the choices is “Library.”  Click on that.  In about the middle of that page, you can click on “Databases A-Z.”  When that page comes up, click on the “PQ” tab, and then scroll down to “PsychInfo.”  Don’t just google your construct—you’ll discover that the sources of your articles will want to be paid for them, and the UIC library will get them for you for free!
There is essentially no construct you might want to study that hasn’t been studied by someone else.  When I search for “agreeableness,” I get a huge number of citations of research on agreeableness.  Choose a couple of the papers, read them, and then cite them in your introduction.  What did other researchers say they meant by “agreeableness,” and how did they measure it?  Remember—don’t quote directly from them.
Then you will generate a number of questions that would, in your view, measure your construct—20 questions seems to me to be a good number.  I recommend having your questions be in the form of statements, such as, for example if you were measuring agreeableness, “Other people describe me as being easy to get along with.”  Then use a Likert scale (we will discuss what that is in class) to score it—have the person choose how well the statement describes them on a 5-point scale, ranging from “Strongly Agree” to “Strongly Disagree.”  You would then score “Strongly Agree” as 5 points, and “Strongly Disagree” as 1 point.  Half of the items should be written so they are scored in the opposite direction—for instance, “I like to pick fights with people,” where “Strongly Agree” would be scored as 1 point.  This keeps people from getting into a response bias where they just agree or disagree with everything.  Then I would like you to take the test yourself and see what kind of score you get, and think about whether you think it’s accurate about you.  

Your first paper will be laid out like this:  

Begin with an Introduction, in which you say what construct you will be developing a test for, and how you are going to define that construct operationally.  Then cite the other research on your construct, without using direct quotes.  

The second section will be your Methods section.  Here you will give a brief description of your test, and describe how you will choose 10 people to take the test twice for you (for example, “ten other students in my dorm,” or “ten people I work with,” or “ten members of my family”). 

Then you will have a brief discussion section in which you discuss what score you got when you took your test (you can do this in general terms if you don’t want to be too self-revealing) and whether you think it described you accurately.  

Based on your own taking of the test, describe the possible range of scores you might get on your test (what you think you expect the means and standard deviations to be in the scores—this is a guess and does not have to be accurate), cutoffs for those ranges, and what you think scores in different score ranges would mean about someone taking the test.  

At the end, write out your test questions and add them as an Appendix.  Again, I recommend writing 20 questions—any fewer would be unlikely to give you useful data, and more than that might be hard to analyze.

Remember that this paper is not going to be an experiment, and you are not going to be trying to correlate scores on your test with any other characteristics of your subjects.  You are only going to measure your construct.
This paper should be about 5 pages long, not including your title page, reference page, and the test itself.
The grading for the first paper will be as follows.  I will post a rubric ahead of time for you to copy and paste onto the last page of your paper: 


Proper title page and APA style throughout: 




5 points


Paper free of grammatical and spelling errors: 




5 points


Description of the construct you are testing: 




5 points

Citation of at least one other piece of research on your construct: 

5 points
Appropriate list of questions to test your construct: 



10 points

Good description of cutoffs and ranges for scores and what they might mean:
 5 points

Overall organization and correct format: 





10 points

Handing in something on the assigned topic with your name on it: 

  5 points*

Paper handed in by 11:59 p.m. 2 days before due date: 



+4 points

Rubric not attached to paper:






-5 points

Handing in a paper with any quotation from anything:



-10 points
Handing in a paper with outright plagiarism: 




Zero points

*No credit at all will be given for papers that are not the assignment, no matter how interesting.
Do not delay getting started on this paper.  You can’t do it in the last day or two before it’s due.  Allow yourself at least two weeks to think up your construct, research it, and write your questions.

Paper #2 (Due the first class day of Week #12)
Handing the paper in by 11:59 pm 2 days before the due date will earn you 4 points of extra credit.
For the second paper I would like you to take the test you used for your first paper and give it to 10 other people.  Then wait two weeks, and give it to the same 10 people again.  Do this as soon as you get your first paper back with the evaluation of your questions, so that if there are problems you will have time to get them worked out (talking with your TA if necessary), test your 10 subjects two full weeks apart, and analyze your data and write it up.  You all are supposed to have discussed the use of some statistics in Psychology 242, and we will cover reliability in class, so I would like you to calculate two reliability coefficients for me.  You can even use a newer version of Excel, and it’s available on most university computers.  The library is a good place to find them, or the basement of BSB.  Jen Anderson has written a very nice tutorial for how to do it using SPSS or PASW, which will be posted on Blackboard under Course Documents  Also, one of my very diligent students found a YouTube video on how to calculate correlations using Excel, and she and other students said it was really easy.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTrgAQraf5Y
I searched for a YouTube video on calculating correlations with SPSS and found a couple of them.  The virtue of using SPSS is that it allows you to print out your results in the format we want in your Results section.
Do not delay getting started on this paper especially, because you must give the test to 10 people, wait two weeks, and then give it again.  Then you must do the analysis of your data, and then you must discuss it.  As you can calculate for yourself, this would simply not be possible in the last week before it’s due.

First, calculate a test-retest coefficient of correlation, and second, split each person’s first taking of the test into two halves containing similar material, and then calculate a split-halves coefficient of correlation.  The best way to do this is to put every other item on your test on one half and the other item on your test on the other half, but be sure that both halves have an equal number of positively- and negatively-scored items.  You might like to draw a scatter plot for yourself so that you can see what you have, but you don’t need to try to put it into your paper—it’s only for your own information. 
Then for this paper I want like you to lay out the full paper in APA-publication style, beginning with what you have written about your test for the first paper.  Follow this with a Methods section, in which you tell me who your subjects were, how you chose them, and how you administered the test to them.  Then I would like a Results section in which you present the results of your split-halves and test-retest reliability calculations.  You should copy your analysis results (the computer results) and paste them into your results section of the paper.  This helps us see exactly how you derived your data.

End with a Discussion section in which you tell me what you think your findings mean, what they show in terms of the usefulness of the test for what it is supposed to measure, and any other thoughts you have about what you learned from this exercise.  If your reliability coefficients came out low, explain why you think this happened.  You will not be graded on how high your correlations were—only on how well you have explained what you got.  Some things you might measure turn out not to be stable over time (and therefore are actually states rather than traits).  Taking the data you collected in your second paper, use descriptive statistics (mean, standard deviation) to develop cutoffs.    At what score would you say that someone has your characteristic and at what score would you say that they don’t have it?  Finally, I would like you to discuss the three most important types of validity, and speculate about how you could establish those kinds of validity for your test.   Be sure that you really understand the difference between reliability and validity—it’s crucial!  Refer to the textbook if you need to.

The final page(s) with your references should be formatted in APA style as well.

The grading for this second paper is very complex, so please refer to it often while writing the paper.  I will post a grading rubric on Blackboard before the paper is due to be written. Copy and paste the grading rubric onto the last page of your paper:
APA style  








(5 POINTS)  _________
· Everything in APA format

· Title page

· At least 2 references and a Reference page

Organization








(5 POINTS)  _________

· Logical flow of ideas (2 point)

· Headings (e.g., Methods, Results), subheadings (e.g., Participants, Measures, and Procedures) (1point)
· Present the proper items in the correct sections (e.g., don't discuss results in methods section) (1 point)
· Very clear description of how you scored your test, including reverse-scoring (1point)
Introduction








(5 POINTS)  _________

· Revised from paper 1, incorporating the TA’s comments 

Methods








(5 POINTS)  _________
· Revised from paper 1, incorporating the TA’s comments

· Written in the past tense

· Sections should include Participants, Measure, and Procedures

Results








(10 POINTS)  _________
· Descriptive statistics (mean, standard deviation)  (2 points)
· Cutoffs and Predicted Ranges  (2 points)
· How have your predicted cutoffs changed?

· What have your ranges changed to?  Why do you think that is?

· How did you calculate these new cutoffs?  Are they based on the mean and standard deviation?  Z-scores?  Or did you have some other way of calculating it?

· Test-retest and split half reliabilities   (6 points)
· Coefficients for both

· Briefly discuss how you calculated both (by SPSS, PSPP, Excel or other statistical program)

· What did you do if your questionnaire had different scales (if applicable)?

· Included printed out results chart from stats program

Discussion









(10 POINTS)  _________
· Discuss why the questionnaire you created is or is not useful, in terms of its reliabilities and other factors you think are important   (2 points)
· Under what circumstances would your questionnaire be used?  (2 points)
· Possible limitations of your questionnaire   (2 points)
· Was the target population too specific?  Would you recommend removing certain questions?  What possible confounds might exist?

· Discussion of construct, content, and criterion-related validity and how each could be established for your test  (2 points)
· Discussion of how you might establish each of the three types of validity (2 points)
Overall quality, clarity, and evidence of understanding     

(10 POINTS)  _________

· If your paper would explain your questionnaire and the information in your paper to someone who is unfamiliar with your questionnaire, and they can understand it, then your goal is achieved

Excessive copying from your first paper:





(Minus 10 Points) _____

No Grading rubric attached:






  (Minus 5 Points) __________
Significant copying from other sources or outright plagiarism:



Zero for the paper
PAGE  
13

