PSCH 270 – ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY

Instructor: Nancy Dassoff, Ph.D.



Term: Fall, 2011 (#25933)

Office: 3008 BSB





Time: 8:00-9:15 T R

Hours: to be announced, and by appointment

Location: BSB 145
Contact: 413-8709; mailbox in 1009BSB; email via ndassoff@uic.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will cover 1) psychological disorders, including their diagnostic criteria and related assessment, treatment and research; 2) a multidimensional model of causes and treatments of psychological disorders; and 3) some of the difficulties associated with assessment, research and treatment of psychological disorders, including legal and ethical issues.
The prerequisite for this course is Psch 100.
TEXT: Abnormal Psychology in a Changing World by Nevid, Rathus & Greene (2011; 2008 okay)
COURSE REQUIREMENTS consist of the following (280 points maximum):

1) i-clickers will be used in most class sessions to encourage and identify PARTICIPATION in class. See i>clicker document on Blackboard for more information.  (46 pts)
2) Three non-cumulative EXAMS, worth 50 points each, covering lecture and text material (see following Week/Topic section for dates).  A cumulative exam, also worth 50 points, will be offered during final exams week as a required make-up exam for any one missed exam or (optional) to substitute for any one lower exam score.  (3 X 50 = 150 pts)

3) A RESEARCH REVIEW PAPER, which meets the UIC writing requirement, due 10/25.  See related documents on Blackboard for more information.  (60 pts)   
4) An ASSESSMENT PAPER, which meets (in part) the UIC general education requirement, due 11/17.  (24 pts)

ALSO NOTE:
- This document and other documents (e.g., lecture outlines, paper assignments, i>clicker info) and information related to the course will be posted online on Blackboard.

- Topics covered and corresponding text reading assignments are listed by week.  You will get the most out of lectures if you complete relevant reading assignments before lectures.  Lectures will not come solely out of the text, i.e., different examples and supplemental material such as video/DVD segments will also be covered.  If you miss a lecture, be sure to look at lecture outlines on Blackboard to at least get the main ideas and/or get notes from a classmate.

- Exams will have both multiple-choice and short-answer question formats.  Practice questions will be provided on Blackboard the week before each exam.  Put phones/computers away during exams.

- Cheating will not be tolerated; see Academic Dishonesty Policy on Blackboard.

- Students with disabilities who require accommodations for access and participation in this course must be registered with the Disability Resource Center (DRC).  Please contact the DRC at
312/413-2183 (voice) or 312/413-0123 (TTY), or at 1190 Student Services Building.
***If you are having difficulty with this course for any reason, please speak to the instructor about it EARLY ON rather than, e.g., after a paper is due or after final grades are given.  Final grades are determined by the total points obtained, and will NOT be changed because your total points place you one or two points below a higher letter grade.***
Week
Topic






   Assigned Reading

   1
Introduction – historical & current overview

   Chapter 1 (pp. 2-18)
   2
Multidimensional model of abnormality

   Chapter 2

- Review of paper assignments on Tuesday, 8/30 -

   3
-i>clicker participation credit starts-

Research 





   Chapter 1 (pp. 18-33)
   4
Classification and Assessment


   Chapter 3
   5
Stress! and Psychophysiological disorders 

   Chapter 5
   6
- Exam 1 on Tuesday, 9/27 (covering weeks 1-5) -
  
Anxiety disorders           



   Chapter 6
   7
Anxiety disorders (cont.)



   Chapter 6
   8 
Dissociative and Somatoform disorders

   Chapter 7

Mood disorders 




   Chapter 8

   9
Mood disorders (cont.)



   Chapter 8

Substance disorders 




   Chapter 9
10
- Research review paper due Tuesday, 10/25 -
Eating disorders 




   Chapter 10 (pp.326-341)
Sex and Gender-related disorders


   Chapter 11
 11
- Exam 2 on Tuesday, 11/1 (covering weeks 6-10) -
Schizophrenic disorders



   Chapter 12
 12
Schizophrenic disorders (cont.)


   Chapter 12

  Personality disorders 




   Chapter 13 (pp. 426-458)

 13
Developmental disorders 



   Chapter 14
- Assessment paper due Thursday, 11/17 -

 14
Dementias and other Cognitive disorders

   Chapter 15

- No class Thursday, 11/24 – HAPPY THANKSGIVING! -
 15 
Legal and ethical issues (Tuesday)


   Chapter 16
- Exam 3 on Thursday, 12/1 (covering weeks 11-15) -
 16
- Cumulative make-up exam – tbd, week of 12/5 – 
